BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
September 2019 BEACON
Let me begin our Ministry together by sharing who I am in Jesus. For, if He truly IS the Way, the
Truth, and the Life then I am NOTHING apart from Him.
My Journey with Jesus:
I cannot remember a time when I did not know Jesus as my Savior! I was raised in a family for whom the
church was the center of our existence. When I was 3 my parents moved us from Southern Wisconsin to
Southern California. My dad became the West Coast distribution manager for the E.R. Moore Co. which
sold Choir robes and rented graduation caps and gowns.
Because we were Midwest transplants with no local family, the people in our church became our family. At
that time, the mid 1950’s, Lutherans in California mostly hailed from the upper Midwest, so we shared
similar cultural heritage. Our church had a k-6 elementary school as well. As a 4th grader, I made the
transition from public school to church school. It was wonderful to have the Bible and the Lutheran
Confessions as a part of our day to day education. By the time I went back to public school in 7th grade I
had a firm scriptural foundation.
However, while I certainly knew all about Jesus as Son of God and Savior, I did not know him as a friend
or brother. He was a distant icon and example, not someone with whom I had a “personal relationship.”
All that changed the summer I turned 16. At a Luther League leadership training week in Long Beach,
California, I met another young guitar player who had a friendship with Jesus that I envied. We played
guitar together and he taught me songs he had written about the Lord! He seemed to know Jesus in a
totally new way from anything I had ever seen before. By the end of that week, I had prayed to ask Jesus
to show himself to me in the same way…and He did!
When I returned to my Youth group some friends immediately noticed a difference. One of them even
took me aside and read me the riot act about taking the Bible too literally! Now, while I may have
tempered my enthusiasm slightly while in his presence, I never have flagged in my zeal for Jesus from that
time until the present.
About that same time a revival was beginning among the ex-hippies on the Pacific Coast. It eventually
swept the entire nation and was dubbed “The Jesus Movement” by Look Magazine. I was right in the
center of that flow for my last two years of High School and my first year of College. I had begun singing
in Christian “Coffee house” settings. I also booked some gigs singing in churches for youth groups. These
experiences gave me confidence to share my faith with others.
In the Fall of 1972, I left California for college in Iowa. My former pastor was the new president of
Waldorf College in Forest City and 6 of us from my home church in California decided to attend there.
Little did I realize that I would never return to California to live! Waldorf continued to afford me
opportunities to grow in my faith. It so happened that two of the music faculty were deeply spirit-filled
believers and their mentoring and friendship changed me profoundly!
From Waldorf I went to Augsburg College in Minneapolis. I grew to love the Twin Cities and spent much
of the next 20 years of my life there. I began working at Redeemer Lutheran in Fridley, Minnesota
immediately upon my graduation in 1976. Again, the Lord placed me among spirit-filled Christians and
Biblical pastors. By the time I began Seminary in 1979/80 I was firmly rooted in the Word of God.
So, let me ask you…have you ever considered putting YOUR Journey with Jesus in writing? It’s one thing
to ponder over a cup of coffee. It is entirely different when you try to articulate it for others to read!! It
forces you to remember all the Saints of God who assisted you on the way. Previous pastors. Youth
Leader. Friends. Your gratitude swells and you are humbled!

Likewise, each of us is “one of those people” to the young ones growing up around us. We owe it to them
to reflect and share our testimony. I would love to read yours!! Would you write it down and share it
with me?
Stepping backward for a bit, I had NO intention of ever becoming a pastor. My Dad had often thought he
would like to have been a pastor…and he would have been a good one! But WW 2 had interrupted his
college and by the time he truly sensed the call of God he was married with 2 children. Going to Seminary
thus seemed impossible…therefore, he translated that call into grooming one of his sons for the ministry.
He used to pray over my brother Paul and me every night as he asked God to confirm that call in our lives.
I would silently pray that it would be my brother Paul who got the call!!
I had different plans!!! I wanted to work in the Thoroughbred racing industry! I had been horse crazy
since the age of two. Roy Rogers and Gene Autry were my constant companions. Walter Farley’s Black
Stallion books were on my nightstand. I was determined to become a jockey!! While other kids idolized
Sandy Koufax or Bart Starr…my heroes were Johnny Longdon, Willie Shoemaker, and Eddie Arcaro!! That
dream died a hard death in 7th grade when I topped 100lbs for the first time! So, I switched my dream to
becoming a trainer! All that mattered to me was being around horses!
However, my conversion at 16 began to open the vistas of ministry. I found that I could tell a good story
and hold people’s attention. They liked my singing voice and asked for more! The more I craved the
knowledge of God the more I began to attend church…any church!!! I soon discovered that there were
different styles of preaching! I became a student of the pastors who best held my attention and I copied
their cadences and techniques whenever I had the chance to speak.
As I started college my vocational goals changed from horse training to Equine Medicine and I planned to
go to Iowa State to become a Veterinarian. But God had other plans. By the time I got to Waldorf
College in Iowa I was pretty sure I was being called to ministry. Upon the advice of trusted pastors whom
I admired, I tried to resist that call for as long as I could. Consequently, I didn’t start Seminary until I was
26. I had spent 3 years, post college, as the Youth Director of Redeemer Lutheran in Fridley, Minnesota.
The ripples of that time in ministry are still catching up to me today. Over 100 of the kids from that
program pursued some kind of ministry training. The Current Senior Pastor of Redeemer came to faith in
that Youth group. Another teaches Church History at Gordon Conwell Seminary and has met with 3
Popes! Another is a leader in YWAM (Youth with a Mission).
Thus, I began Seminary in the Winter of 1979. It was very challenging, and I strung it out over 5 years so
that I could pay as I go. The toughest part of that experience was maintaining my commitment to the
integrity of Scripture! By the 1980’s, Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota had adopted the Historical
Critical method of Scriptural interpretation. In a nutshell, this point of view holds that the Old Testament
is a compilation of stories from an Oral Tradition and that they have been changed and enhanced through
multiple retellings. As such, the Bible is not to be relied upon as either a historical or scientific document.
It is merely a collection of moral folktales!! This point of view would ultimately lay the foundation upon
which traditional Biblical teachings on ministry, sexuality, and forbidden lifestyles were laid aside …in the
name of grace…despite clear Scriptural admonitions to the contrary.
I’m proud to say that I came out of Seminary with my commitment to the power of the Scriptures fully
intact and even stronger than it was when I went in. I categorically reject the Historical Critical and
Higher Critical methodology and have spent my life studying to refute them! I entered my first parish as
an ordained pastor filled with a starry-eyed idealism of what life in ministry would be like.
I was about to discover what Jesus meant when he said…, “Take up YOUR cross and follow me!”
More next month!!

Pastor Kent Wallace

Quilting

All Ministry Teams

The quilters will start quilting on
September 19th from 9:00 a.m-12:00
noon. Come and join the fun with us.

Council Liaisons and all members of Ministry
Teams plan to attend Wednesday,
September 4th at 6:30 pm in the sanctuary.

BLCW News
The BLCW will have the fall General meeting on Sunday, September 29th at 10:15
am following worship service with Brunch. All women of Bethel are welcome for brunch
and meeting.

Organized Prayer for Bethel Families
Week of September 1 – Jeremy & Jennifer Buss, Benne & Savannah; Molly O’Brien, McKensie, Jessie &
Jaycee; Brad & Lindey Hedrick & family, Joel & Diane Buss
Week of September 8 – John & Tricia Jacobson, Anna, Wesley & Lauren; Jeff & Pam Jacobson; Darlene
Johnson; Jeff & Diane Johnson
Week of September 15 – Mark & Marilyn Buss; Greg & Blake Carolus; Leah Ingalls & Morgan, Jason
Uhlenhopp
Week of September 22 – Ryan & April Schrage, Rylie & Reygan; Joan Schuck; Natalie & Shannon
Spree, Ethan Allen; Jim & JoAnne Schwarz
Week of September 29 – Jean Scully; Matt & Nora Stahlhut, Zachary & Mystica Harreld; Sandi Shepard;
Bruce & Cindy Simon, Kyle Simon

September Birthdays
September Anniversaries
9 – Perry & Adrian Bernard (19)
13 – Rex & Hope Tomkins (23)
18 – Henry & Janice Gerloff (55)
20 – Tom & Sara Mann (22)
25 – Lee & Pat Van Hauen (49)
26 – Jeff & Pam Jacobson (43)
26 – Jeff & Stacy Palmer (21)
27 – Aaron & Angie Ellermann (22)
29 – Dale & Candy Krohn (40)
29 – Matt & April Kressley (12)

1 – Jay Herter
4 – Jaxon Kressley
5 – Greg Carolus
6 – Cameron Luhring
8 – Ken Van Lengen
9 – Nate Hemann, Jeff Palmer
11 – Blake Tomkins
13 – Corryn Mann
14 – Sharon Knudson
18 – Darla Drewelow
19 – Lista Patterson
23 – Joan Schuck
25 – Randy Gorter
26 – Leona Wallbaum
28 – Ami Cordes

August 14, 2019 Church Council Minutes, 6:30 pm
(to be reviewed at the September Council meeting)
Present: Allen Redman, Darla Drewelow, Carol Chapman, JoAnne Schwarz, Marilyn Ingalls, Jeff Jacobson,
Sherry Brouwer, Dale Krohn, Michelle Rients
Call to order by President Allen Redman “In the Name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.”
Devotions: Darla shared a Devotional message.
Approval of the Agenda: Motion made, second, & approved to accept the agenda.
Approval of the July Minutes: Motion made, second & approved minutes.
Approval of the Treasurer Report: Motion made, second, & approved Treasurer Report.
Ministry Team Reports:
1. Children & Youth: Meeting was held & actions are pending once discussions are held with Pastor
Wallace.
2. Outreach & Fellowship: Actions pending discussions with Pastor Wallace.
3. Property Committee: Bruce is waiting on estimates to fix the Bell Tower roof. Dale advised the
Parsonage microwave is not working properly and may need replacing.
4. Worship & Music Ministry Team: JoAnne advised selections are finalized through September.
5. Social Concerns: Relay for Life Event was a success & they raised $1,528.02. Upcoming Fall events
are being discussed.
6. Mission/Benevolence Ministry Team: No meeting.
Correspondence/Bill Approval: No Correspondence. Motion made, second & approved to pay bill for
$736 for two of our youth who recently attended Bible Camp.
Old Business:
1. Parsonage: The front door & kitchen back door remain pending. Instructions on how to care for the
new wood flooring will be kept @ the Parsonage. Discussed possible window treatment replacements.
2. Sunday School, Confirmation, and Rally Day: Discussed possible dates available & tabled for
finalization @ September’s Council Meeting.
3. Computers & Sound System: Motion made, second & approved to upgrade the two existing
computers. The new sound system is working well & it’s easy to operate. For now, Council will
continue to run the system until Michelle completes the training materials.
4. Custodian Open Position: the job description & application forms will be available on the table outside
the Office doorway. Deadline for applications is September 1, 2019. All interested applicants should
have their applications turned into the Church Office by the deadline.
New Business:
1. Reception for Pastor’s first Sunday, August 25: Council will provide refreshments for this reception
following worship.
2. Hog Roast for 2020: Tabled for further discussion.
3. Pastor’s Installation: Tabled until discussions are held with Pastor Wallace.
Closing Prayers/The Lord’s Prayer
Communion Assistants: September: Jeff Jacobson, JoAnne Schwarz
October: Marilyn Ingalls, Michelle Rients
Submitted by Carol Chapman, Recording Secretary

Worship Assistant Schedule for September--Worship Service 9:00 am
September 1
USHERS
ORGANISTS/PIANISTS
ALTAR GUILD
GREETERS
LECTORS
LITURGISTS
ACOLYTES
COMMUNION
ASSISTANTS

Terry Drewelow

Jeff & Diane
Johnson
Darla Drewelow
Kent Wallace
Corryn Mann
Jeff Jacobson
JoAnne Schwarz

September 8

September 15

September 22

September 29

Terry Drewelow
Dan Frey
Terry Drewelow
Janet Mennen/Sharleen Hubbard
Darla Drewelow/Candy Krohn
Randy & Connie
Jim & Eileen
Dave & Sharleen
Luhring & Cameron
Lupkes
Hubbard
Pam Jacobson
Dave Hubbbard
Candy Krohn
WOV
Sharleen Hubbard
Dale Krohn
Evan Palmer
Gavin Bernard
Ava Mann
Jeff Jacobson
JoAnne Schwarz

Terry Drewelow

August Summary of Attendance and Financial Contributions
Attendance
Sunday, August 4
Sunday, August 11
Sunday, August 18
Sunday, August 25
January 1-August 25, 2019

49
58
47
67

Bene./Mission
$108.10
$495.00
$99.50
$115.30
$5,257.69

Email: bethelparkersburg@gmail.com
Website: www.bethelparkersburg.org
‘Like’ & ‘Follow’ us on Facebook

Current
$1,682.85
$4,925.00
$1,725.50
$1,652.70
$69,123.92

Parsonage
Improvements
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$5,760.00

Dennis & Bonnie
Gerloff
Jim Schwarz
JoAnne Schwarz
Eliza Buss

September 2019 Calendar
Sunday
1
9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion/
World Hunger Sunday
10:00 am Coffee

8

Tuesday

Wednesday

2
Holiday - Labor Day

3
10:30 am
A-P Ministerial Assoc.
@ Christian Reformed
Church

4
6:30 pm Council Liaisons
and All Ministry Teams

5

6

7

9

10

11
6:30 pm Choir
7:30 pm Church Council

12

13

14

19
9:00 am Quilting

20

21

6:30 pm Choir

25
6:30 pm Choir

26
9:00 am Quilting

27

28

9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Coffee

15
9:00 am Worship/Holy Communion/
Noisy Nickels
10:00 am Coffee

16

22
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Coffee

23

29
9:00 am Worship/Hymn Sing
10:00 am Coffee
10:15 am BLCW Brunch

30

LCMC 19th Annual Gathering
and Convention, Omaha, NE,
September 29-October 2

September
2018 Calendar
17
18

24

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Monday

